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Stage IIIA NSCLC

T1a N2 M0 
T1b N2 M0 
T1c N2 M0 
T2a N2 M0 
T2b N2 M0 
T3 N1 M0 
T4 N0 M0 
T4 N1 M0 

clinical or pathological? resectable?

superior sulcus?

chest wall?

spine?



ASCO Guidelines



median survival time improvement for St III NSCLC

Study Publication
Year

Systemic Therapy Best MST (mo)

RTOG 9410 2011 CDDP Vinblastine 17.4

INT 0139 2009 CDDP VP-16 +/- SURG 24 (Lobectomy 34)

RTOG 0617 2015 Carbo / Taxol 28.7

PROCLAIM 2016 Pemetrexed CDDP
CDDP VP-16 
+ consolidation 
Chemo

26.8

PACIFIC 2018 Carbo / Taxol +/-
Durvalumab

> 45

NRG LU001
Phase II

2019 Carbo / Taxol +/-
metformin

> 40



RT has improved as well

§ target definition: locating tumor on CT simulation rather than landmarks
§ volumetric (3D) rather than point (2D) dose prescription (conformal 3D; IMRT; 

VMAT; protons)
§ use of lower photon energy (6-10 MV)
§ heterogeneity correction: (lung vs. tumor density)
§ accounting for motion: 4D CT simulation
§ not missing the tumor during daily RT: IGRT
§ understanding  normal tissue tolerance (lung V20)
§ limiting breaks during treatment course



definitive ChT/RT



ASCO Guidelines



Phase III RCT (PACIFIC) 

S.J. Antonia, N Engl J Med 2017



Pacific: Updated 4-Year PFS Results in the 
ITT Population

C. Faivre-Finn et al. J Thor Oncol 2021



preoperative ChT/RT


